AP Spanish Language Curriculum

Rationale:

Our world today faces many issues due to the poor understanding of how different

cultures view the world. What people around the world eat, practice, the way they dress is

greatly influenced by what they value and their geographical location. Many times, our

young people fail to understand other people’s perspectives and way of life. I have heard

comments from “yew, what kind of food is that?” to “man, people there are crazy!” to

“Why would anyone want to come to the United States? I would not hide in a coffee

barrel… That’s stupid.” Young people fail to see the world through different lenses. They

see the world and judge other people’s actions from their own experiences and

perspectives.

Learning a foreign language can aid students in understanding why people do what they

do. Through the study of a foreign language, students can gain information from the

insider’s view and begin to put themselves into the other’s shoes. Reading, writing,

listening and discussing the world issues that face the world today and connecting with

people in their own language can be a source of pleasure and surprise. Besides, learning

about other cultures helps students expand their personal horizons and become

responsible citizens.

The AP Spanish course is conducted completely in Spanish so that students continue

developing a strong command of the Spanish language. This course is intended for

students who wish to develop proficiency and integrate their language skills, using

authentic materials and sources. Students develop their writing, listening, reading and

speaking skills across the three communicative modes; Interpersonal (interactive

communication), Interpretive (receptive communication, and Presentational (productive

communication. This is done through the study of world themes that affect the

environment and the lives of different cultures around the world. Some of the topics

discussed in this course are family and home, poverty, politics, economy, environment,

consumerism, tourism, education, music, technology, cultural heritage and health among

others.

Course Objectives:

1. Standards:

􀂙 Communication: Students will engage in conversation, provide and obtain

information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions in a foreign

language. They will understand and interpret written and spoken language on a

variety of topics. They will present information, concepts, and ideas to an

audience of listeners or readers on a variety of topics.

􀂙 Cultures: Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between

the practices and perspectives, as well as the products and perspectives, of the

cultures studied.

􀂙 Connections: Students will reinforce and further their knowledge of other

disciplines through a foreign language. They will acquire information and

recognize distinctive viewpoints that are only available through the foreign

language and its culture.

􀂙 Comparisons: Students will demonstrate understanding of the nature of a foreign

language and culture through comparisons of the language and cultures studied

and their own.

􀂙 Communities: Students will use the foreign language both within and beyond the

school setting. They will show evidence of becoming life-long learners by using

a foreign language for personal enjoyment and enrichment.

2. Students will know

􀂙 Vocabulary that relates to world issues, politics, environment, etc.

􀂙 Grammatical Tenses: present, preterite vs. imperfect, future, conditional,

perfect, indicative vs. subjunctive.

􀂙 Demonstratives, comparisons, superlatives, relative pronouns use of “lo”

􀂙 Gerunds, infinitives, and participles as adjectives

􀂙 Verbs that require prepositions

􀂙 Por vs. Para

􀂙 Review of Gustar-like verbs, object pronouns

􀂙 Passive voice with ser and “se”

􀂙 Idioms with tener, haber, dar

􀂙 False Cognates and idiomatic expressions

3. Students will be able to:

􀂙 Identify and summarize the main points and significant details and make

appropriate inferences and predictions from spoken and/or written sources

such as newspapers or magazine articles or contemporary literary excerpt, a

broadcast news report or a lecture on an academic or cultural topic related to

the Spanish-speaking world.

􀂙 Write a cohesive and coherent analytical or persuasive essay in reaction to a

text or on a personal, academic, cultural, or social issue, with control of

grammar and syntax.

􀂙 Describe, narrate, and present information or persuasive arguments on general

topics with grammatical control and good pronunciation in an oral

presentation of two or three minutes

􀂙 Use information from sources provided to present a synthesis and express an

opinion.

􀂙 Recognize cultural elements implicit in oral and written texts.

􀂙 Interpret linguistic cues to infer social relationships

􀂙 Communicate via formal and informal written correspondence

􀂙 Initiate, maintain, and close a conversation on a familiar topic

􀂙 Formulate questions to seek clarification or additional information

􀂙 Use language that is semantically and grammatically accurate according to a

given context.

Learning Experience:

The content of this course reflects a wide variety of academic and cultural topics (the arts,

history, current events, literature, culture, sports, etc.) The materials include authentic

resources in the form of recordings, films, newspapers and magazines.

Some of the learning experiences include:

1. Reading Literary Works: Students synthesize information to broaden their

understanding in reading newspapers, magazine articles, and literary pieces. They

develop these skills through weekly readings that focus on

Text analysis: Students read a variety of literary prose and poetry such as “Balada

de los dos abuelos”, Continuidad de los parques, El delantal blanco, la noche boca

arriba, El chiflón del Diablo, El otro, Nos han dado la tierra, El hablador, La siesta

del martes, Como agua para chocolate (book), La ciudad de las bestias (book),

la peste del insomnio (excerpt).

Comprehension: Students read newspaper and magazine articles to report on

current events.

2. Oral Activities: Students speak with fluency, accuracy in structure and syntax,

using a rich vocabulary and appropriate pronunciation and intonation.

Students develop these skills through debates, presentations, interviews,

dialogues, conversations, discussions, etc.

3. Written activities: Students improve their writing skills through

Essays: Students write well organized analytical or persuasive essays of at least

200 words on a topic discussed or viewed and it is evaluated for its content,

organization and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammatical accuracy.

Informal: Email, notes, messages, etc. These are weekly assignments related

to topics covered

Diaries: reflections or reaction entries to articles and lectures.

Formal letters: to mayors, executives, governors, presidents, etc. These are

assigned once every month as a way to get students involve in what goes on in

their school, community, society and government.

4. Listening Activities: Students understand the spoken language both formally and

informally in conversation or narration. Students improve their reading skills

through

Listening: to radio and television interviews, narratives, and dialogues to make

inferences, predictions and interpret linguistic cues

Listening: to native speakers and their perspective on different world issues

Examples of lessons for AP Spanish

• Lesson One: Latin American Homes and Families

Essential Questions:

1. How do we keep a balance between our ideal home vs. the environment

we live in?

2. How do women and children play a part in Latin American society?

3. How do Hispanic people view appearance and beauty?

Enduring Understanding:

1. The roles of men, women, and children in Latin American Society

2. The roles of maids in Latin American countries, physical appearances, etc.

Assessment:

1. Write an essay about how one maintains a balance between the expectations

of having a perfect/ideal house and the environment in which we live

2. Debate about the need to have helpers in the house. What are the role of maids

in Latin American countries and how it influences/ affects the life-style of the

Hispanic people?

• Lesson Two: Health

Essential Question:

1. Is it important to be healthy? Why?

2. How do we maintain a healthy life-style?

3. How do Latin American people keep a healthy life-style?

4. What about smoking and cigarettes?

Enduring Understanding:

1. Healthy eating habits in Latin America

2. Exercising, dancing and other activities to keep healthy.

Assessment:

1. Convince a group of people that eating fast food is dangerous to their

health.

2. In a well develop and organized essay discuss the pros and cons of eating

animals. How Latin American view food vs. North American people

should be conveyed in this essay.

Resources and Materials:

1. Triángulo: Barbara Gatski and John McMullan

2. AP Spanish: Preparing for the Language Examination. José Díaz

3. La Ciudad de las Bestias: Isabel Allende

4. Authentik: En Español. Magazine

5. Newspaper articles

6. Magazine articles

7. Music CDs. Pop artists

8. Radio and Television interviews

9. Short Stories by different Latin American writers

Listening Resources:

1. Puerta del Sol – www.puerta-del-sol.com

2. BBC en epañol – http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/spanish/news/

3. El mundo.es – http://www.elmundo.es/

4. CNN en español – http://www.cnn.com/español/

Authentic resources are crucial in a language class, especially at this level. The cultural

information gathered from sources that are intended for native speakers is non-biased.

The stereotypes would be formulated by the students themselves when they read and

listen to authentic sources rather than sources that are produced for learners of Spanish

with already implemented stereotypes and biases. The instructional materials include a

variety of authentic audio and video recordings and written text that develops students

listening and reading abilities.

Evaluation:

Some of the assessments administered to students include:

• Informal letters or messages to friends and families

• Formal letters to leaders of the community and other authorities persuading,

communicating, and analyzing the different topics covered in the course

• Listening to news and synthesizing the information

• Listening to music and summarizing the singer’s point of view

• Reading news article and summarizing, analyzing, and predicting the outcome.

• Formal presentations expressing opinions on topics of study through the use of

different spoken and written sources.

Homework: Homework is assigned every day. It consists of grammatical exercises,

informal and formal letters, vocabulary worksheets, listening to CDs/tapes, and formal

compositions

Participation: It is essential that all students participate fully in class. Participation

includes listening carefully and taking notes, working with other students in groups or

pairs, having the necessary materials for class and having homework assignments

completed.

Quizzes: There will be weekly quizzes on vocabulary, grammar and composition.

Tests: Tests are given at the end of each chapter (usually every three/four weeks) and

includes: writing, listening, reading and oral performances.

Performance Based Assessments: Students are expected to perform real-life scenarios

they may encounter when traveling abroad or communicating with someone from the

Hispanic culture. These types of performances are given once per quarter.

Grades:

Participation (15%) Students are expected to participate in and outside of class activities

and to collaborate with peers and teacher.

Compositions & Journals (15%) Journal entries are an important part for selfimprovement.

There will be a journal entry once a week. This percentage is based on the

improvement of the student’s written skills.

Oral Presentations (10%) Short informal presentations, including a sequence of

questions on a given topic and longer, more formal presentations will be given twice a

month.

Quizzes (20%) Quizzes are given once a week on vocabulary, grammar, and

comprehension questions on reading selections.

Tests (25%) A test will be given at the completion of each chapter in the text. The test

will include oral, listening, reading and writing skills

Homework (15%) In the course of the quarter there will be around 20 homework

assignments. Each of them will be worth five points. Points will be given based on the

completion and the quality of the work.

Reflection:

In order to maintain the high expectations of this course, students who enroll in this class

need to have a basic knowledge of the language and cultures of Spanish-speaking peoples

and should have attained a reasonable proficiency in using the language.

This curriculum could be viewed as “with the end in mind” when building the other

courses based on the requirements for this course. For example, if the Spanish V course

requires students to use authentic materials that are intended for native speakers, then we

need to use such materials at the beginning levels as well, ensuring in this way that

students would be familiarized with more authentic texts. If the AP Spanish course

requires students to synthesize information from a variety of sources, then we need to

start doing this at the beginning levels as well. We may be more concise and specific in

assigning the type of information we would like students to have and build up to a more

analytical process of what they read and listen.

I believe this can be done by practicing performance-based activities and assessments

from the very beginning of a language class where students are asked to perform real-life

situations that emulate what they may face if they travel to a Hispanic country.

Parents and Guardians: Please signify that you have read the course expectations by

signing below. If you would like to provide information about your student that you

think would be helpful to your student’s success in this class, please write me below. The

BHS Open House will be Tuesday, September 18 from 6:30-8:30. I look forward to

meeting you and sharing additional information about this course.

Parent Signature _________________________________ Date _______________________

Parent Contact Information:

Phone

Email Address
